Itinerary: 

December 1st (York University Panel)  Alp Bahadir (media). Room: Accolade East (ACE) 001   

5pm-8pm - Panel Discussion: "Breaking the Silence: Understanding and Combating Crimes Against Humanity."
Mukesh Kapila - How does genocide come about?  Exploring pathways towards committing crimes
Ewelina U. Ochab  - The Duty to Prevent Genocide - A Duty Yet to Be Fulfilled 
Derakhshan Qurban-Ali - ​​Assessing the Efficacy of International Human Rights Mechanisms to Protect Persecuted Minorities in International Law: Challenges, Opportunities, and Innovation in Combatting Genocide

Presenter Anusha Bhadra (Amnesty International York - President)

December 2nd (Day 1) University of Toronto Scarborough. Instructional Centre   Room: IC130

11:00 - 12:30 - Session 1 - Conceptual Discussion on Genocide and Crimes against Humanity

11:00 am - 11:15 am: Opening Remarks 
11:15 am - 11:45 am: Keynote Speaker - Mukesh Kapila  - Why the international system fails time and again to prevent or stop genocide
11:45 am - 12:15 am: Keynote Speaker - Ewelina U. Ochab - Justice and Accountability for Genocide and Other Atrocity Crimes
12:15 am - 12:30 am: Q&A Session

12:30 - 1:30 - Lunch Break

1:30 - 3:00 - Session 2 - Conflicts in the Middle East and Prevention of Crimes against Humanity

1- Farhad Rezaei - Ethnic Cleansing: Persecution of Religious Minorities by ISIS and Other Extremists in the Middle East (MODERATOR)
2- Alex Neve - The insecurity of human rights: Canadian Muslims detained, imprisoned, and abandoned in Northeast Syria
3- Asoo Qader - Iraq - Live Zoom - Judicial Perspectives on Kurdish Cases Understanding Genocide Classification under International Criminal Law
4- Sameer Zuberi - Advocacy - From Grassroots to Parliament Hill - Magnitsky Act - Empowering Communities: Strategies for Amplifying Voices in Canadian Governance





3:00 - 3:15 - Coffee/Snack Break

3:15 - 4:45 - Session 3 - Regional Cases - 1

Afghanistan - Derakhshan Qurban-Ali (MODERATOR)
Tigray - Millete Birhanemaskel
Syria - Abdulrahman Matar - Arabic translation

4:45 - 5:00 - Coffee/Snack Break

5:00 - 6:30 Session 4: Regional Cases - 2

Rohingya - Hamza Ansari (MODERATOR)
Tibet - Sherap Therchin 
Uyghur – Sameer Zuberi
Uyghur - Sarah Teich


December 3rd - Day 2:  University of Toronto Scarborough. Instructional Centre  Room: IC130
 
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Registration and Welcome Coffee
 
10:30 am - 11:00 am: Networking Session
 
11:00 am - 12:30 am: Session 1 - Keynote Addresses
 
11:00 am - 11:15 am: Opening Remarks by Conference Chair
11:15 am - 11:45 am: Keynote Speaker - Mukesh Kapila - The unique signature of genocide: what I have learnt from my reluctant travels through several genocides (Rwanda, Srebrenica, Cambodia, Darfur)
11:45 am - 12:15 am: Keynote Speaker - Alex Neve - The UDHR at 75: An urgent call for renewed commitment and action to uphold human rights at home and abroad.
12:15 am - 12:30 am: Q&A Session
 
12:30 am - 1:30 pm: Lunch Break 
 
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm: Session 2: Pathways to Genocide and Crimes against Humanity - Cases from Turkey


1. Sarah Teich - Transnational Repression against the Hizmet Movement 
2. Huseyin Demirtas - A Neo-Modern Genocide under Erdogan’s Regime
3. Davut Akca- Hate speech as a Pathway to Genocide - the “FETO” label (MODERATOR)

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: Coffee/Tea Break
Delegates can enjoy a buffet lunch and network with peers.
 
3:15 pm - 4:45 pm: Session 3: “Preventing Genocide: Early Warning Systems and Intervention Strategies”


1. Joanne Hodges & Millete Birhanemaskel - Tigray Genocide and the newly-formed alliance (MODERATOR)
2. Ewelina U. Ochab - Ukraine - Recent Cases of Genocide - Where Is the Political Will to Address Them 
3. Peter Stoett - Ecoviolence: the crimes against humanity & environmental harm nexus. 
4. Alex Neve - The Role of Human Rights Organizations in Prevention

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm: Coffee/Tea Break and Networking
Delegates can enjoy tea and engage in informal discussions.

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm - Session 4:  Unmasking Injustice: Insights on Contemporary and Past Genocides and Crimes Against Humanity


1. Mukesh Kapila -  Learning firsthand as the genocide unfolded in Darfur (2003) with a flashback to Rwanda (1994)
2. David Matas - Accountability for genocide and crimes against humanity: lessons learned from the Holocaust
3. Mark Kersten - The Role of International Criminal Court in Accountability
 
6:15 pm - 6:30 pm: Recap of the Day and Thank You Note

6:30 pm: Networking Reception
